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2026 Climate Plan Update

• Most of the 2020 Climate Plan actions are now 

achieved or underway 

• Much progress has been made with large emission 

reductions realized, technological and market advances, 

and new provincial and local policy & legislation

• The global and local context has also shifted 

substantially since 2020:

➢ increased extreme weather events, housing & affordability 

issues, access to primary healthcare and world conflicts

• The updated 2026 Climate Plan (available here):

➢ considers these changes & builds upon the great work to date

➢ is informed by updated corporate climate risk & community 

climate hazard assessments, new data, emissions modelling, 

extensive engagement and valued input from First Nations

➢ Outlines a 5-year pathway & actions to meet our climate goals

https://www.saanich.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Planning/sustainability/Draft%202026%20Climate%20Plan.pdf


• Extreme Heat - warmer temperatures 

overall, longer and more frequent heat waves 

• Extreme Rainfall - wetter winters, more 

extreme rainfall events

• Drought - longer summer dry spells

• Wildfires & Wildfire Smoke - increased risk 

of wildfires and smoke from wildfires 

• Sea level rise - 1m by 2110

More information available at crd.ca/climate

CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECTIONS 
FOR THE CAPITAL REGION

https://www.crd.ca/environment/climate-action


BENEFITS OF CLIMATE ACTION

Economic Development & Security

Improved Affordability

Improved Health

Increased Employment

Ecosystem Preservation & Ecosystem 

Services 



PLAN GOALS

LEAD BY EXAMPLE  through municipal operations



MODELLED PATHWAY TO 2030 & 2050 TARGETS

Business as usual is not 

enough

No one silver bullet – 

change in many areas is 

required

Vehicle electrification and 

building retrofits have the 

greatest GHG reduction 

potential

More reductions are still 

needed to reach our net zero 

target by 2050



MODELLED PATHWAY TO REDUCE CONSUMPTION 
BASED EMISSIONS



2026 CLIMATE PLAN GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 



6 Focus Areas 23 strategies  99 actions

2026 CLIMATE PLAN STRUCTURE



TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE

VISION 

Saanich residents live in 
complete communities where 
trips can be easily and safely 
made by sustainable forms of 
transportation, including walking, 
cycling, public transit and zero-
emission shared and personal 
mobility options. Goods and 
services are delivered in an 
efficient transportation system 
with vehicles that produce no 
emissions.

STRATEGIES



BUILDINGS

VISION 
Our homes and buildings are 
comfortable, healthy, efficient 
and affordably powered with 
renewable energy. Buildings in 
Saanich are designed or 
upgraded with projected climate 
changes in mind to ensure we are 
resilient to extreme heat, wildfire 
smoke, precipitation and drought 
events and changing sea levels.

STRATEGIES



FOOD, CONSUMPTION & WASTE

VISION 

Saanich is home to an affordable, 
abundant, environmentally 
responsible and resilient food 
system and circular economy, 
where the climate impacts of 
food and consumption are 
minimized and waste is 
reimagined as a resource that 
strengthens local economic 
development.

STRATEGIES



ECOSYSTEMS

VISION 
Local ecosystems are cared for, 
respected, protected and 
restored and continue to thrive, 
adapt, provide critical services 
and support Indigenous ways of 
being.

STRATEGIES



COMMUNITY WELL-BEING & 
RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE

VISION 
People and organizations in Saanich are 
healthy and resilient in a changing 
climate, connected to the natural 
environment and their community, and 
empowered to take climate action. 
Saanich takes a holistic approach, 
embedding projected climate changes 
into decision making, service delivery, 
asset management, and infrastructure 
upgrades and design to ensure we are 
resilient to extreme heat, wildfires and 
smoke events, extreme precipitation, 
drought and sea-level rise.

STRATEGIES



LEADERSHIP IN DISTRICT 
OPERATIONS

VISION 
By 2040, the District of Saanich 
will have fully embedded 
climate-change mitigation and 
adaptation into its operations 
and organizational culture. 
Municipal services are powered 
with 100% renewable energy, 
achieve zero greenhouse-gas 
emissions, minimize embodied 
emissions and waste, and remain 
resilient in a changing climate.

STRATEGIES



Read the full Draft 2026 Climate Plan here

Sign up for the Climate Action Quarterly e-

newsletter here

Find out how we can work together to fight 

climate change: saanich.ca/climateplan

https://www.saanich.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Planning/sustainability/Draft%202026%20Climate%20Plan.pdf
https://secure.campaigner.com/CSB/Public/Form.aspx?fid=1274390&ac=bugx
https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/sustainable-saanich/saanich-climate-plan.html
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